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Dear Croton-Harmon Students, Staff, Parents and Community, 
 
Pure joy…...that is how I would like to begin my December letter.  I use these words because recently I had 
the good fortune to attend the CHHS Winter Concert.  The mood was set with the jazz band starting with “Put 
On a Happy Face.”  This was followed by several numbers from the string orchestra, which included “Carol of 
the Five Bells” and “She Will Hang the Night with Stars.” The Select Chorus reminded us of the magic of 
Hanukkah and Christmas with their beautiful pieces, while the full Chorus shared “Carol of the Bells,” “Fire 
and Rain” and “Jingle Bells.” The evening ended with the Concert Band sharing “Symphonic Highlights from 
Frozen” “Highlights from Jersey Boys” and “A Disneyland Celebration.” Our students worked so hard to 
prepare for the concert and they are incredibly talented.  Just as if that wasn’t enough, CET had their Winter 
Concert last Friday and PVC’s concert is this week.  It is an incredible feeling to see our talented musicians 
as they start their journey at CET and how they continue to hone their skills at PVC.  As I shared, pure JOY. 
This is certainly a way to capture the holiday spirit. 
 
Many exciting events and initiatives are happening in our schools. Our CHHS Student Activism Club & 
Fashion Club joined forces to host a Clothing Swap. This started with a conversation in the Activism Club 
after our assembly on composting. The clubs brainstormed ways to care about the environment and felt the 
clothing swap would work. The theme was, "bring a tote, take a tote." The clubs also raised awareness for 
sustainable fashion and the effects of fast fashion on our environment.  Last weekend, we enjoyed the 
Mayclim Tournament and I would like to give a shout out to the Girls Varsity Basketball Tournament 
Champions.  Thanks for representing our district on and off the court.  I continue to meet with the 
Superintendent’s Student Advisory Committees at PVC and CHHS.  As I always tell them, “your voice 
matters,” and am so gratified that they are willing to share what is on their minds.  I cherish these moments. 
 
It seems that winter has arrived early in our region.  Our weather reports indicated this and are predicting an 
increase in precipitation for January through March.  Please be reminded that during and after a storm, our 
buildings and grounds staff work tirelessly to ready our campuses for school while our supervisor of 
transportation assesses road conditions. Our Safe Routes to School campaign reminds us how important it is 
to have sidewalks cleared so our “walkers” have a safe route, too. As the saying goes, “It takes a village” and 
we thank you in advance for helping our students get to school.  
 
As my letter and our calendar year comes to a close, let me take this opportunity to wish you an enjoyable 
holiday season and a Happy New Year.  I am sure that 2020 holds exciting adventures in learning for each 
and every student. Finally, I would like to thank you again for our partnership as we watch our students grow 
and mature and help them realize the attributes of the Croton-Harmon Profile of the Graduate. 
 
Yours in Mission Possible, 
 
 
 
Dr. Deborah O’Connell 
 


